
‘A kick in the guts’: Geraldton builders on razor thin margins as material costs
skyrocket
Michael Roberts Geraldton Guardian

Geraldton builds are being delayed by five to six months due to labour and material shortages. Credit: Natalie Slade/Kalgoorlie Miner
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Geraldton builders are battling through what is being described as one of their toughest years on record as widespread
labour shortages and a scarcity of building supplies bring the sector to its knees.

It isn’t only taking longer to finish projects, the cost of building a home keeps going up.

And industry insiders predict things are going to get worse before they get better.

Tradies are charging more for their services, and the price of materials such as timber and steel has gone through the roof.
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Disruptions to international supply chains and trade channels because of COVID�19 have significantly delayed the arrival of building materials in Australia.
Credit: Lisa Favazzo/The Geraldton Guardian

Geraldton builder Aaron Campbell said he hadn’t turned a profit on any of the homes he had built this year because he was
working to fixed-price contracts.

“For me, the cost of building a home has gone up about 25 per cent,” he said.

“We signed contracts up at last year prices expecting a roof to cost $10,000, and now it costs $20,000.

“We are building these homes for fun. It has been a kick in the guts.”

The introduction of Federal and State government grants last year saw West Australians access up to $45,000 towards new
builds.

But the move has proved a double-edged sword for builders.

Mr Campbell said he took on 35 residential projects this year, but was likely only to finish 15 by the end of December.

“It won’t be easy to build houses for the next three years,” he said.

“I don’t think the supply chain for materials is going to get better for a long time.”

WA Country Builders and Rural Building Company general manager Tony Harvie said the average build in Geraldton was
being delayed by five to six months.

“It’s so hard to get the materials – we have to be very nimble,” he said.

Last week the State Government announced it would boost timber supplies by making an additional 12,000 tonnes of
structural pine available to builders over the next three months.

About 65 per cent of the timber used by WA builders is sourced locally, with the rest imported from over east and overseas.

Disruptions to international supply chains and trade channels because of COVID-19 have significantly delayed the arrival
of building materials in Australia.



WA Country Builders and Rural Building Company general manager Tony Harvie. Credit: Supplied

The head of Geraldton’s biggest commercial construction company, David Crothers, said shipping delays were causing
major headaches for his industry.

“It’s going to get worse before it gets better,” he said. “I believe we have another 12 months of difficult times in this
industry. A lot of it is one step forward, two steps back.”

An industry-wide mandate on COVID-19 vaccines has thrown another spanner in the works.

Mr Harvie said some of his staff were against the mandates and considering their options.

“We are having those conversations now,” he said.

“We would hate to see them go, but it is out of our hands.”

Mr Harvie said it was the most challenging time he had seen.

“You’re not sure what is going to happen next,” he said.

Mr Crothers, also president of the WA branch of the Master Builders Association, said the sector was seeking more clarity.

“The interpretation needs to be clarified and the penalties are excessive,” he said.

“There’s no question we’ve got people that don’t want to have it.

“There’s a percentage that just don’t want to be told what to do.”

WA construction workers have until the end of the year to get a first dose or face the sack.

People who flout the rules face a $20,000 fine, while employers risk being $100,000 out of pocket.

https://thewest.com.au/newslettersubscribe


Get the latest news from thewest.com.au in your inbox. SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAILS

FROM AROUND THE SITE

Travel chaos predicted ahead of strike

All eyes on female trio at Busselton Ironman

Servo charged after car wash death

Pyrmont stabbing victim’s horrific injuries

Reward offered to crack murder case

Young women talk empowerment at Deadly Divas Day

WE RECOMMEND

News

News

Geraldton in lockdown as red alert declared

Century-old Geraldton home goes on the market

HealthyGem
SPONSORED

Luxury SUV Deals | Search Ads
SPONSORED

Brake For It
SPONSORED

Couple Makes A Bet: No Eating Out, No Cheat Meals, No Alcohol. A Year After, This Is Them

Unsold SUVs In Osborne Park Selling For A Fraction Of Their Value

35 Celebrities Who Ride Motorcycles

News

News

Brand Highway crash victim identified

Sleeping bag twist in Cleo case

Register Now

FREE cricket tipping is here! Score $15k for being the
season’s top tipper.

FIND OUT MORE

https://thewest.com.au/newslettersubscribe
https://thegame.com.au/
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/bus-drivers-are-preparing-to-strike-across-services-in-sydney-including-a-24-hour-stop-work-action-planned-for-monday-c-4775369
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/busselton-dunsborough-times/all-eyes-on-female-trio-kylie-simpson-kate-bevilaqua-and-sarah-thomas-at-busselton-ironman-ng-b882093876z
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/melbourne-service-station-charged-after-man-is-crushed-by-car-wash-and-dies-c-4773701
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/bus-drivers-are-preparing-to-strike-across-services-in-sydney-including-a-24-hour-stop-work-action-planned-for-monday-c-4775369
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/50000-on-offer-to-help-arrest-alleged-murder-suspect-on-the-run-for-six-days-c-4776569
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/the-kimberley-echo/young-east-kimberley-women-talk-mental-and-physical-health-at-kununurra-deadly-divas-day-ng-b882085633z
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/geraldton-guardian/tropical-cyclone-seroja-geraldton-and-the-mid-west-prepare-to-take-shelter-ng-b881843569z
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/geraldton-guardian/geraldton-home-on-fitzgerald-street-built-by-world-war-i-veteran-more-than-100-years-ago-for-sale-ng-b881876382z
https://www.healthygem.com/life/couple-makes-drastic-health-change/?utm_source=tb&utm_medium=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian-tb&utm_content=3049525515&utm_campaign=13916811-tb&utm_cpc=2QFRfePxMZqBYDU0-fD2gdB8WUCB7XRKR0cCwNiMFks=&tblci=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiD7vUYo9cbk-NrAs5do
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://www.verifiedroad.com/rd/r.php?sid=17746&pub=302286&c1=302286LUXSUVAU1DTB&c3=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiCg81Yo7836kszY5JmOAQ&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiCg81Yo7836kszY5JmOAQ#tblciGiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiCg81Yo7836kszY5JmOAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://www.brakeforit.com/culture/stars-who-own-motorcycles/?utm_source=tb&utm_medium=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian-tb&utm_content=2988892515&utm_campaign=9783581-tb&utm_cpc=LcPgj6EukMWcm1_8aKYqCtB8WUCB7XRKR0cCwNiMFks=&tblci=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDrwkko2ZawmePR3KOKAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/geraldton-guardian/brand-highway-crash-victim-identified-as-perth-man-peter-janus-after-head-on-collision-near-badgingarra-ng-b882079248z
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/news/detectives-yet-to-find-sleeping-bag-cleo-smith-was-in-when-allegedly-abducted-at-blowholes-campsite-c-4512932
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=Eq8WCP7_qk7GEDLD94Ds9GbUAv7S0yBqRSXsu2KBCK6SC-TzHNk4eJ_EddBbtY9SB3nEAspgPWna-nZGyBT-dZIUIIo0qBLGaEXQIwvCo17_KM2_7wq8G9J6x0E-fwMxyWUHjUMhUhu6uqP4W58QqfG_iLBhe05RJPCDDCn9UgPpsaLf41Cfhszl_2axhIDZQqUqc-xkZFWKhCv7XybGVtu2_mCgyxDjxqkwLN0JGV_NVpLc4YUzeiuM6urGHSDTDzvf5IJs4p4mANIIXqviudUz7vb9UiAW_IRU2qogYfCN9GrxQWaTsZBZpnFtikEnJLyQoxTrj9G0VUC-cexoPhGysKxaJOOcJGv6qL5GdaI6ZgeNZl4NlxWD6d4r2kJ_6FKZFiBKtXCPSNOiGiXV5StOj14Dq7HkxE91IU2_EbvyxzW0bKshnSgPSBehDnZWhHDKpwS5KEm2ybzBdorIBKvoZcY9RpY_F4bHlQfLHfVn8qX5vXe1B75AKvtT4jS--4CNXl_stuJ0w1NEuhFo2JRe6wUJQ1oLIOgKYcuojCNI0g19NeIxltY9aIYPP_lvCA_bnz-87tPGtxsWqcMrXjeTafnjbBhH2ojsBUyYMRJEoYE6sDuM8uctgQAl8qnWfWLd4c8mg8kBImFKBWHfnskwdY8NlhQimbC05nRW7dQW41hJ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fau.camilla.com%2Fproducts%2F00010213-kaftan-with-button-up-sleeves-rainbow-room%3Ffo_c%3D2846%26fo_k%3D5c13bc618958b38ae39c7537252097f4%26fo_s%3Dcriteoau%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dlowerfunnel&tblci=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDwjE4ou-bnvZP49uQG#tblciGiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDwjE4ou-bnvZP49uQG


Albany Advertiser (incl. The Extra)

Augusta-Margaret River Times

Broome Advertiser

Bunbury Herald

Busselton-Dunsborough Times

Countryman

Geraldton Guardian

Great Southern Herald

Harvey Waroona Reporter

Kalgoorlie Miner

The Kimberley Echo

Manjimup Bridgetown Times

Midwest Times

Narrogin Observer

North West Telegraph

Pilbara News

South Western Times

Sound Telegraph

Geraldton Guardian
72 Chapman Road 
Geraldton WA 6530 
Tel (08) 9956 1000

Send us a message

Contact Us Frequently Asked Questions Editorial Policy Editorial Complaints Place an ad in The West Advertise in the Geraldton Guardian Corporate

© West Australian Newspapers Limited 2021 Privacy Policy Terms of Use

HealthyGem
SPONSORED

Fungus Eliminator
SPONSORED

KAFTAN WITH BUTTON UP SLEEVES RAINBOW ROOM

The celebrity glitterati gracing the neon lit tables of the famous Biba Boutique restaurant inspires the exotic energies of the Rainbow Room Kaftan 
with Button Up Sleeves. Moulded in decadent silk, with azure botanical details, this resort wear benefits from buttoned sleeves, crystal embellish…

20 Items To Never Buy At The Grocery Store

Toenail Fungus? Do This Daily And Watch What Happens

REGIONAL NETWORK CONTACT US

https://www.albanyadvertiser.com.au/
https://www.amrtimes.com.au/
https://www.broomead.com.au/
https://www.bunburyherald.com.au/
https://www.bdtimes.com.au/
https://www.countryman.com.au/
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/
https://www.gsherald.com.au/
https://www.harveyreporter.com.au/
https://www.kalminer.com.au/
https://www.kimberleyecho.com.au/
https://www.mbtimes.com.au/
https://www.midwesttimes.com.au/
https://www.narroginobserver.com.au/
https://www.northwesttelegraph.com.au/
https://www.pilbaranews.com.au/
https://www.swtimes.com.au/
https://www.soundtelegraph.com.au/
https://m.me/geraldtonguardian
https://www.facebook.com/geraldtonguardian/
mailto:news@geraldtonnewspapers.com.au
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/contact
https://thewest.com.au/faq
https://content.thewest.com.au/uploads/the-west/1580711938051editorial_policy_1-156ajrk.pdf
https://thewest.com.au/editorial-complaints
https://placeanad.thewest.com.au/WebOE/?utm_source=thewest&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=placeanad&utm_content=footerlink
https://advertising.sevenwestmedia.com.au/
https://www.sevenwestmedia.com.au/
https://www.sevenwestmedia.com.au/privacy-policies/privacy
https://thewest.com.au/terms
https://www.geraldtonguardian.com.au/
https://cat.hk.as.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=Eq8WCP7_qk7GEDLD94Ds9GbUAv7S0yBqRSXsu2KBCK6SC-TzHNk4eJ_EddBbtY9SB3nEAspgPWna-nZGyBT-dZIUIIo0qBLGaEXQIwvCo17_KM2_7wq8G9J6x0E-fwMxyWUHjUMhUhu6uqP4W58QqfG_iLBhe05RJPCDDCn9UgPpsaLf41Cfhszl_2axhIDZQqUqc-xkZFWKhCv7XybGVtu2_mCgyxDjxqkwLN0JGV_NVpLc4YUzeiuM6urGHSDTDzvf5IJs4p4mANIIXqviudUz7vb9UiAW_IRU2qogYfCN9GrxQWaTsZBZpnFtikEnJLyQoxTrj9G0VUC-cexoPhGysKxaJOOcJGv6qL5GdaI6ZgeNZl4NlxWD6d4r2kJ_6FKZFiBKtXCPSNOiGiXV5StOj14Dq7HkxE91IU2_EbvyxzW0bKshnSgPSBehDnZWhHDKpwS5KEm2ybzBdorIBKvoZcY9RpY_F4bHlQfLHfVn8qX5vXe1B75AKvtT4jS--4CNXl_stuJ0w1NEuhFo2JRe6wUJQ1oLIOgKYcuojCNI0g19NeIxltY9aIYPP_lvCA_bnz-87tPGtxsWqcMrXjeTafnjbBhH2ojsBUyYMRJEoYE6sDuM8uctgQAl8qnWfWLd4c8mg8kBImFKBWHfnskwdY8NlhQimbC05nRW7dQW41hJ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fau.camilla.com%2Fproducts%2F00010213-kaftan-with-button-up-sleeves-rainbow-room%3Ffo_c%3D2846%26fo_k%3D5c13bc618958b38ae39c7537252097f4%26fo_s%3Dcriteoau%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dlowerfunnel&tblci=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDwjE4ou-bnvZP49uQG#tblciGiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDwjE4ou-bnvZP49uQG
https://www.healthygem.com/nutrition/worst-grocery-store-items/?utm_source=tb&utm_medium=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian-tb&utm_content=3008558794&utm_campaign=11083339-tb&utm_cpc=X7QKY--m0l_V4ZY3TsS4vFHes4HqgG0s3yIdsFA7uPc=&tblci=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiD7vUYonYPbgMOKjtsJ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:
https://anyington-insolines.com/46b6d161-e9fb-4ac4-9c94-4a13c0a8274e?site=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian&site_id=1249806&title=Toenail+Fungus%3F+Do+This+Daily+And+Watch+What+Happens&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=13816300&campaign_item_id=3048723472&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Ff2f1a33e616f356d1ab2bb5327254f41.jpg&click_id=GiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDIolEonc2S48P-nKEr#tblciGiBpzk0cIkryb3n1VdXPxFwGcwdaEQMjeo30w326PbiKDiDIolEonc2S48P-nKEr
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=sevenwestmedia-geraldtonguardian&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:

